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Ainslie Cahill is nominated for Honorary Life Membership of CHF for her outstanding contribution to 
CHF over many years and to her commitment to achieving improved health outcomes for all health 
consumers. 
 
Ainslie Cahill is committed to ethical practice and accountability and has always strived to ensure 
consumers play a meaningful role in health policy. She has played a leadership role in effecting 
change that benefits consumers and has achieved positive outcomes for the organisations she has 
represented.  
 
Ainslie has long been involved in health advocacy and has a special interest in positive ageing. As the 
CEO of Arthritis Australia she has led a large range of advocacy campaigns. These campaigns include 
Australians living with arthritis including Removal of Joint Injections from the MBS; National 
Harmonisation of Disability Parking, Senate Inquiry into Consumer Access to Pharmaceutical Benefits 
(including making a statement to the Senate Inquiry Panel) and extensive representations to the 
packaging industry to influence the development of easy-to- open packaging and easy-to-read 
labelling.  
 
Ainslie Cahill first became involved in CHF in a formal capacity when she joined the CHF Governing 
Committee in 2008. She was a member of the Finance and Audit Committee and Chair of the CHF 
Constitution Subcommittee from 2008-2010. The latter role was a critical one as she led the 
transition of CHF from an incorporated association to a company limited by guarantee and which 
required a whole new governance framework. This resulted in the organisation becoming a very 
contemporary and modern entity with clear governance underpinnings. 
 
When Ainslie retired at the 2014 AGM at the end of her official term, she had performed the role of 
Deputy Chair four years. Ainslie performed an outstanding role on the CHF Board over a long period 
of time with her insightful contributions and very strategic approach to contemporary consumer 
health issues. When Ainslie first joined the CHF Board, it and the organisation, were still developing 
in many governance and operational areas, and making critical decisions for future growth of the 
programs.  Through her tireless efforts and those of her fellow board members, she was instrumental 
in rebuilding CHF into the viable and dynamic organisation it is today.  
 
 

 



 

 
On her formal retirement the CHF Board accorded Ainslie “special representative” status which 
recognised the enormous contribution she had made and has continued to make as a senior 
consumer representative on high level committees and working groups. 
 
Ainslie Cahill is an inspirational consumer representative and contributor to the CHF network and has 
contributed many years of creative work on behalf of CHF and Australian health consumers. 
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